
Paul doesn't tell him: Be religious, be better, clean up your act

"Sirs, what must I do…? “
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Pastor Shawn Mitchell

7/05/2026

Text: Acts 16:22-34

I . WHAT CHRIST FREES US FROM

He simply says, “Believe…”

v.30

Freedom begins with                                   

v.31

1. The                   of sin

“About midnight Paul and Silas were                     
and                        to God…” 

 v.25

2. The                   of sin

3. The guilt of sin
The jailer comes trembling. But after believing… "...he rejoiced..."

Guilt becomes joy.  Conviction becomes celebration! v.35

4. The fear of v.27,28

Roman law required the jailer to die, if prisoners escaped. 
He believed death was his only option. 
Paul shouts, "Do yourself no harm!" 

5. The Bondage of Satan 

Earlier in the chapter (Acts 16:16-18), Paul delivers a 
demonized slave girl. Now the jailer himself is delivered - 
from Satanic bondage.

v.29-34

II. WHAT CHRIST FREES US UP FOR

The jailer moves from asking..."What must I do to be 
saved?” To entrusting his life & future to Christ.

 

 v.31-34

Religion ends. The                              

1.                      God

 v.33

3.                           Others

4. Discovering                        

5. Living A                     &                          Life

begins.

2. Loving People

The same man who had guarded prisoners… 
Now                                                  

Grace changes                              people.

Washes wounds, feeds them, welcomes them 
into his home

v.31-34

Saved people are                                  

His home instantly becomes a place of ministry, his
family hears the Gospel, his family is baptized       

One              … One                        … A new purpose!

v.31-34

(Jn.10:10)     

Note the final words: "...he rejoiced greatly..." v.34
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